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The fire-
^hi

Perasia.

clover grows as high as the horses' knees.1    The ambiguous

nature of the goddess who presided over this City of the

Sanctuary(/#m^0/2j)2 was confessed by a puzzled worshipper,

a physician named Lucius Minius Claudianus, who confided

his doubts to the deity herself in some very indifferent Greek

verses.    He wisely left it to the goddess to say whether she

was  Artemis, or  the  Moon,  or   Hecate,  or Aphrodite, or

Demeter.8   All that we know about her is that her true name

was Perasia, and that she was in the enjoyment of certain

revenues.4    Further, we may reasonably conjecture that at

the Cilician Castabala she was worshipped with rites like

those which were held in honour of her namesake Artemis

Perasia at another  city of the  same  name, Castabala  in

Cappadocia.   There, as we saw, the priestesses of the goddess

walked over fire with bare  feet unscathed.5    Probably the

1 E.J. Davis, Life in Asiatic Turkey,
pp. 128-134; J.T. Bent, "Recent Dis-
coveries in Eastern Cilicia,"Journal of
Hellenic Studies, xi.  (1890) pp.  234
sq.; E. L. Hicks, " Inscriptions from
Eastern Cilicia," ibid. pp. 243 sqq. ;
R. Heberdey und A. Wilhelm, op. cit.
pp. 25 sqq.    The site of Hieropolis-
Castabala was first identified by J. T.
Bent by means of inscriptions.    As to
the coins of the city, see Fr. Imhoof-
Blumer, " Zur Miinzkunde Kilikiens,"
Zeitschrift filr Numismatik, x. (1883)
pp. 267-290; G*F. Hill, Catalogue of
the Greek Coins of Lycaonia, Isauria,
and Cilicia, pp. c -ciL 82-84, pi. xiv.
1-6 ; G. Macdonald, Catalogue of Greek
Coins in the Hunterian Collection, ii.

534*?-

2 On the difference between Hiero-

polis and Hierapolis see (Sir) W. M.

Ramsay, Historical Geography of Asia

Minor, pp. 84 sq.    According to him,

the cities designated  by such names

grew up gradually round a sanctuary;

where Greek influence prevailed  the

city in time eclipsed the sanctuary and

became known as Hierapolis, or the

Sacred  City,  but  where  the  native

element retained its predominance the

city continued to be known as Hiero-

polis, or the City of the Sanctuary.

s E. L. Hicks, "Inscriptions from
Eastern Cilicia," Journal of Hellenic

Studies, xi. (1890) pp. 251-253; R.
Heberdey und A. Wilhelm, op. cit. p.
26. These writers differ somewhat in
their reading and restoration of the
verses, which are engraved on a lime-
stone basis among the ruins. I follow
the version of Messrs. Heberdey and
Wilhelm.
* J. T. Bent and E. L. Hicks, op. cit.
pp. 235, 246 sq.; R. Heberdey und
A. Wilhelm, op. cit. p. 27.
6 Strabo,  xii.   2.  7, p.  537.    See
above, p. 115.   The Cilician Castabala,
the situation of which is identified hy
inscriptions, is not mentioned by Strabo.
It is very unlikely that, with his inti-
mate knowledge  of Asia  Minor,  he
should have erred so far as to pkce the
city in Cappadocia, to the north of th*
Taurus mountains, instead of in Cilicia,
to the south of them.    It is more prob-
able that there were two cities of the
same name, and that Strabo has omitted
to mention one of them. Similarly, there
were two cities called Comana, one in
Cappadocia and one in Pontus; at both
places the same goddess was worshipped
with similar rites.    See Strabo, xii. 2.
3, p. 535, xii. 3.  32, p. 557-   The
situation  of   the   various   Castabalas
mentioned by ancient writers is dis-
cussed by F.   Imhoof-Blumer, "Zur
Miinzkunde Kilikiens," Zeitschrift fw
Numismatik, x. (1883) pp. 285-288.